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Foreword
For children who miss long periods of school, due to factors beyond their control, 

the negative educational and social consequences can be life-long. School is where 

relationships are formed, social skills are learned, and academic interests flourish. Every 

child should have equal opportunity to access a fulfilling education.

But this is not the case. A vast number of reasons prevent young people in the compulsory 

school age group (5 – 16) from joining their peers in the classroom. In the UK, the 

phenomenon of children who are out of sight and out of mind is impossible to overcome 

while there is still no consistent government data being recorded.

The new research conducted by No Isolation both identifies the scope of reasons for 

long-term school absence and the number of children affected in the UK. This allows 

those working across the education sector to recognise the scale of the problem and seek 

out adequate solutions. Key findings from the report are:

Socially excluded: Over half a million 
children suffer from prolonged school 
absence in the UK
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• At least 522,000 children and young people will experience social isolation and will 

miss out on their education in 2021.

• 229,000 are ‘Persistent Absentees’ with SEND (Special Educational Needs and 

Disabilities) and including SEMH (social, emotional and mental health).

• 20,000 are permanently excluded or off-rolled with SEND (including SEMH).

• 21,000 are home educated and not receiving sufficient tuition.

• 252,000 have been impacted by Covid-19 (either disabled by long-covid, have 

developed SEMH needs due to Covid, or are avoiding returning to school due to 

anxiety).

Break down the 522,000 figure, and we find that for every two classrooms there are three 

empty desks.

No Isolation conducted this research and continue to advocate for this cohort because we 

believe that:

• The UK government should have a national data set on the number of children absent 

from school long term, and not receiving an adequate education.

• Provisions provided by schools and local authorities should ensure the absent child’s 

social needs are being met, not purely educational.

• No parent/carer should have to fight for their child’s right to an education.

Foreword by Harriet Gridley,

No Isolation Director UK
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Report: How many children will miss 
out on school in 2021?
No Isolation, 2021.

In 2015/16, we estimated that there were 72,000 children in the UK unable to attend 

school due to long-term illness. Five years on, and following the COVID-19 pandemic, 

this question is even more pertinent. Below we explain the importance of updating this 

estimate and consider what it could be in the current educational arena.

The current state
Recently, there has been a concern that a growing number of children are missing out 

on formal full-time education2, and yet without knowing the scale of the issue we may 

struggle to understand the wider consequences, and there may be little we as a society 

can do to address the issue in its entirety.

In 2018 we held a roundtable discussion which was followed by a written report, 

explaining the phenomenon of the ‘invisible children’30; out of sight and out of mind. 

There were pupil registration inconsistencies across the country that were having 

devastating effects on children’s rights to equal access to education. It was difficult to 

truly quantify how many children were missing out on an education, as there was no 

central database keeping record of the number of children in this group. Where statistics 

were collected on the number of children that are ‘persistently absent’ due to illness, the 

data did not describe the pattern of their absences, and there was no standardised way 

to define illness itself1. There was also duplication in the available data sets1 where pupils 

could be counted more than once2.

Since this report, there has been great progress made by educational leaders, parents, 

and the Department for Education to change school attendance codes so that no child is 

missed off and forgotten about, and it seems likely that change is imminent29. However 

in the meantime we must turn our attention to existing data sets, and the most likely 

scenario from them.
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Our previous estimate
When launching AV1 we estimated that the number of children who could benefit from 

it was 72,00028. We estimated this by looking at the prevalence of long-term illnesses in 

Norway, and applying these to numbers of school age children in each of our respective 

markets.

However we kept our list of long-term illnesses limited; as we did not yet have the 

understanding of who else could benefit from AV1. For example, children who miss 

school for Special Education Needs and Disability (SEND) reasons were not included 

in this estimate. Nor were children with emotionally based school avoidance. This 

estimate was also only based on the children that had long term health conditions that 

we believed would mean they would miss out on at least 2 months of schooling. Now, we 

have evidence that AV1 can benefit many other groups of children who experience lost 

learning.

Our new estimate
Therefore, as per our new understanding, we are including the following groups of 

students in our new estimation of the number of children who experience barriers to 

school/education:

noisolation.com

Figure 1: The cohorts of children included in our new estimation. Those groups in red have not been included, as we 
are focussing only on children of compulsory school-age (5-16), and those pupils in particular who could benefit from 
AV1. Although children with a wide range of needs have benefitted from AV1 in the past, those with SEND needs 
such as Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD), physical disabilities, Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH) needs in 
particular have found AV1 useful.
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Here we set out the datasets now available to us on this issue, and our new estimate of the 

size of this pupil cohort:

1. Life-limiting conditions (LLC)

A recent paper has estimated the current prevalence of children with all life-limiting 

conditions in the UK3  as 86,625 children. This number is based on children 0-19 years, so 

covers children that aren’t in school yet or past the compulsory school-age. This number 

doesn’t cover children with long-term conditions that aren’t life limiting, or mental 

health conditions.

2. SEND and/or Social, Emotional and Mental Health 
(SEMH) needs

England

According to 2020/21 data there are 375,5084 schoolchildren in England with SEND but 

no statement/EHC (education, health and care plan), and 159,323 schoolchildren with 

statements or EHCs. This is a total of 534,831 children in England, with 45% of these 

children having SEMH needs. This data covers all those with health conditions, Autistic 

Spectrum Disorder, physical disabilities, and ‘other needs’, in addition to SEMH needs.

Wales, Scotland and NI

The equivalent totals of school-aged children with SEND for Wales and Scotland are 

44,3057 and 127,918 respectively8. 56% and 47% of these children respectively have 

SEMH needs. As 19% of children with SEND (67,230 in total) in Northern Ireland (NI) 

have social, and emotional difficulties, and 3% with SEND have physical conditions9, the 

equivalent total of school-aged children with SEND for NI is 14,79010.

Therefore, in total, there are 721,844 school-aged children with SEND and/or in the UK.

The limitation with this data is that not every child or young person with SEND, SEMH 

or physical disabilities will have difficulties going to school, therefore we must delve 

deeper in this next section.
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3. Persistent Absenteeism 

England

In England, pupils are classified as ‘persistent absentees’ when they miss 10% or more of 

their available school sessions5. Research done by the Department of Education (DfE) 

in 2020 shows that  106,763 children with SEND (including SEMH) were persistent 

absentees in England in 2018/195. Note that this number includes all students identified 

as having SEND needs, even if they don’t have a statement or plan; and do not include 

any pupils who were excluded.

More recent data from the 2020/21 Autumn term shows that the number of persistent 

absentees with SEND has increased by 30% since the start of the Coronavirus pandemic6 

in England. As such, we have used this information to extrapolate the 106,763 figure to 

make it relevant 2020/21, by applying this 30% increase. 

From this, we estimate the number of children with SEND in England who are 

‘persistently absent’ in 2020 as 138,792.

Wales

In Wales, pupils are classified as ‘persistent absentees’ when they miss 20% or more of 

their school sessions11. The data for Wales, from 2018/19, identified 5,900 persistent 

absentees with SEND (including SEMH), in both primary and secondary schools11. 

However, there have been recent reports that 1 in 10 pupils were not attending school in 

May 202112. Using this new statistic, we’ve calculated that there were 7,446 persistent 

absentees with SEND in May 2021.

Scotland

There are 75,687 pupils with Additional Support Needs, ASN, in Scotland8. The 

attendance rate of pupils with ASN in Scotland was 90.8% in 2019. However, pupils with 

certain ASN have attendance rates closer to 85%14. There are 75,687 of these pupils8. 

Likewise, as of 1st June 2021, an extra 393 students were not attending school due to 

Covid, despite current public health guidance15, due to health worries or anxiety26,34. We 

estimate that 76,080 children with ASN needs may be persistently absent in Scotland.
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NI

There are 67,230 pupils with SEND10, and of those 6,400 (10.5%) attend Special Schools. 

20.4% of those in Special Schools have attendance below 85%13, meaning 1,305 with 

SEND attending special schools are persistently absent. The NI government classifies 

attendance of 85% or below as concerning13.

8.8% of all students have attendance below 85%13. 8.8% of all pupils outside special 

schools (323,034) is 28,427, meaning that there are 28,427 persistently absent children 

and young people in mainstream schools.

19.3% of the school population has SEND10. Applying this percentage to 28,427 gives the 

number of pupils with SEND that are persistently absent from mainstream schools as 

5,486.

Therefore the total number of SEND children in NI, in both special and mainstream 

schools, with attendance below 85% is 6,791.

Therefore, in total, in the UK 219,021 pupils with SEND were persistently absent from 

school.

4. Exclusion of pupils with SEND

Children that have been permanently excluded from school can lose out on education 

and social interaction. However, in addition to this, in recent years the phenomenon of 

‘off-rolling’ has meant that children have been unofficially removed and excluded from 

mainstream schooling36. The number of these children are not recorded in governmental 

statistics37.

Children are off-rolled so that their poor attendance or poor attainment doesn’t affect 

the school’s position in league tables37. Others are unofficially excluded because their 

SEND needs are perceived to be too complex or difficult to manage38. The Timpson 

review of exclusions found that 78% of permanent unofficial exclusions were issued to 

children who either had SEND, were in need or were eligible for school meals38. Likewise, 

4 in 5 children in Alternative Provision (AP), educational settings that cater for excluded 

students, have identified SEND39. But it was found that behaviour is not a factor in the 

risk of exclusion37. 
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When pupils are off-rolled, they are either:

• transferred to another mainstream school

• permanently excluded and enter state-funded AP (covered here); or

• pressured to enter home education (covered in section 5 below)

• taken off roll as they are deemed too unwell to return to school before the end of year 

11 (covered by home education, and persistent absentees with SEND data)

The effect of this appears to be detrimental. Only 6% of those who leave mainstream 

schools go on to obtain 5 good GCSE passes37(2019 grading scale grades 9-4). Likewise, 

the recent Timpson Review found that only 7% of those permanently excluded get good 

GCSE passes in English and Maths; only 4.5% of children who are excluded from AP 

do the same38.  Once children are excluded, they find trouble in integrating back into 

mainstream school as the schools are resistant to dealing with their complex needs37.  

We must therefore consider excluded pupils too in our new estimate of children who 

do not access a sufficient education. This is especially true when it has been shown that 

positive pupil-teacher relationships and communication can mediate the effects of poor 

mental health, which in itself is a factor in likelihood of exclusion40.

England

According to the official data, 2,256 pupils with SEND (including SEMH) were 

permanently excluded in England in 2018/1916. This is 93.8% of all exclusions of pupils 

with SEND in the UK (2,404) for that year. More recent data produces a number of 1,603 

pupils with SEND permanently excluded in 2019/2016.

The  number of exclusions has most likely been affected by Covid-19 and reduced 

attendance of pupils in schools. The previous couple of years produced similar numbers 

for exclusions; with exclusions only dropping significantly for this year. Fixed term 

exclusions act as an indicator of increased risk of permanent exclusion; therefore we 

may assume that after Covid-19, those students who have been excluded previously will 

continue to be excluded. As such, this number is likely to increase again, and will be more 

similar to the numbers of previous years. Therefore we use the 2018/19 number here to 

reflect a ‘normal’ school year.

A recent research report highlights that the pandemic heightens the risk of students 

being excluded from school, once they return. This research shows that the risk is 

heightened in particular for those previously vulnerable to exclusion such as those with 
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SEND43. This is reflected in recent research which found that by the 2020 Autumn term, 

54% of the pupils who received a fixed term exclusion had not received one previously, 

and the proportion of those who had received a fixed term exclusion previously 

decreased6.

This suggests that there is a new cohort of children who have additional needs and 

present untolerated behaviour in school. In previous years, the proportion of the pupils 

who were excluded and had not received one previously hovered around 40%44. Therefore 

there has been a 14% increase in the number of these pupils. Assuming that after 

Covid-19, those students who have been excluded previously will continue to be excluded, 

as per above, this would mean that the number of 2,256 will have increased to 2,572.

Additionally, the most recent research suggests that, per each student cohort, up to 

69,000 additional pupils will have unexplained exit from school40. 30% of pupils who are 

off-rolled have SEND36.

Excluding those children covered below in section 5, around 56,304 pupils are off-rolled 

per year, with 16,891 having SEND. Therefore 19,463 pupils experience permanent 

exclusion in some form from education each year in England.

Wales 

In Wales in 2018/19, there were only 134 pupils with SEND/SEMH that were recorded as 

permanently excluded (68% of exclusions). This is only 5.6% of all formal UK exclusions.

We may assume that the number of off-rolled students in Wales would reflect a similar 

trend, and that only 5.6% of off-rolled pupils would be in Wales. If English off-rolling 

numbers reflects 93.8% of all off-rolled pupils in the UK, as per exclusions, the total 

number of off-rolled students in the UK would be 73,561.

As such, assuming that 5.6% of all off-rolled UK students live in Wales,  4,119 pupils 

experience unexplained exits from education each year. Excluding home-educated pupils 

covered below, 2,383 children in total experience permanent exclusion in some form 

from education each year in Wales, with 715 of these having SEND. Therefore 849 pupils 

experience permanent exclusion in some form from education each year in Wales.
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Scotland

In 2018/19, only 3 students were recorded as permanently excluded from school in 

Scotland19. This is only 0.12% of all UK exclusions. Therefore, we would expect there to 

be 91 off-rolled students per year, with 27 of these having SEND. However, the number 

of home educated children missing a sufficient education, below, is greater than this. 

Therefore it is likely that off-rolling children other than them entering home education 

isn’t applicable. We were unable to find sufficient evidence that off-rolling in this way 

exists in Scotland, so have not included the number of 27 in our estimate.

NI

In NI there were 11 permanent exclusions of pupils18, 0.45% of all UK exclusions. It is not 

possible to find out as to whether these students have SEND/SEMH or not. This would 

suggest therefore that 336 pupils are off-rolled each year. Once again, excluding those 

children covered below, there would be a total of 275 children who experience permanent 

exclusion in some form from education each year in NI, with 83 of these having SEND. 

Therefore 94 pupils experience permanent exclusion in some form from education each 

year in NI.

In total, in the UK 20,090 pupils with SEND were permanently excluded or off-rolled.

5. Home education

England

There are other children who miss out on learning because they do not receive a sufficient 

home education. For instance, in England in 2019,  it was found that up to 9,200 

(16.8%) of those in home education (54,65622) didn’t complete GCSEs or other relevant 

qualifications2.

There has been a 38% increase in the number of all children in elective home education 

between October 2019 - October 202022, and there was at least a 50% rise in this number 

from October 2020 to April 202142. Therefore this may mean that in 2021, the number of 

9,200 would have increased to at least 18,400. It was also found that in 2021, a total of 

1,460 children were awaiting any educational provision at all17.
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Together, this is an estimated total, in 2021, of 19,860 children who haven’t been formally 

excluded but yet still don’t receive sufficient educational provision.

Wales, Scotland and NI

Data from Wales shows that 2,517 students were electively home educated in 2018/1920. 

In Scotland, 827 pupils were electively educated at home in 2018/1921. Recent research 

suggests that this number has increased by at least 37644. Therefore the number of 

children electively educated at home in Scotland, in 2020/21, is 1,203. Only 428 pupils 

were home educated in NI in 202023. Therefore the total number of pupils home educated 

in Wales, Scotland and NI is a total of 4,148 pupils. 

Assuming that the quality of teaching at home is similar to that in England, of those 

home-educated in Wales, Scotland and NI, around 423, 697, and 72 of them, respectively, 

may not receive the appropriate education needed in order to complete the relevant 

qualifications. Like with England, there was at least a 50% rise in the number of children 

homeschooled in NI from October 2020 to April 202142; so 144 children are home-

educated in NI in 2021. Therefore the number of children home-educated in Wales, 

Scotland and NI totals 1,264. 

In total, in the UK 21,124 pupils are not provided with the sufficient education they need 

at home or outside a formal educational setting.

6. The impact of COVID-19

Long-Covid

Due to the pandemic, there has been an increase in children at risk of missing school. For 

instance, as per the ONS, around 13,880 of 2-11 year olds (0.17%) and around 20,000 of 

12-16 year olds (0.53%), respectively, report having Long-Covid for at least 12 weeks25. 

The percentage figure for 2-11 year olds includes school-aged children of 5-11 years 

old. According to the latest population estimate of this group (5,783,895 children24) 

therefore, the number of school-aged children of 5-11 years old with Long-Covid lasting 

for at least 12 weeks would be 9,832. Combined with the number for 12-16 year olds25, the 

total number of school-aged children with Covid lasting longer than 12 weeks is 29,833.

Within the 0.17%25, the 2-11 year olds who reported they experienced Long-Covid, 0.12% 
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of 2-11 year olds with Long-Covid reported that it limits their activity25. Likewise, of 

the 0.53%26 of 12-16 year olds who reported having Long-Covid, 0.29% reported the 

same25. This suggests that around 55-70% of children with Long-Covid are significantly 

impacted by it in their day to day life. 

As such, 6,882 of 5-11 year olds, and 11,000 of 12-16 year olds would have reported that 

their Long Covid has lasted more than 12 weeks and limits their activity. This is a total of 

17,882 children.

Children who develop SEMH needs

During lockdown, the number of children needing help with their mental health 

increased from 1 million children before Covid-19 to 1.5 million31. 1 in 6 now have a 

probable mental health condition32. This increase tallies with the finding that moderate 

to high symptoms of anxiety were reported, during lockdown, in 30.6% of those without 

previous mental health problems33, and the 35% increase in under-18s being referred to 

NHS Mental Health services between April 2020 and December 202034.

Therefore the number of children with SEMH needs stated in the most recent 

governmental data (section 2) is out of date, as they don’t account for this increase. 

Taking the increase into account, it is likely that an additional 75,948 pupils in England 

have developed SEMH needs during the pandemic. Likewise, an additional 8,187, 19,839 

and 4,215 pupils are likely to have developed SEMH needs in Wales, Scotland and NI 

respectively in the same period. As such, we need to account for an additional 108,189 

pupils in the UK that may now have SEMH needs, directly related to the pandemic in the 

context of their education. 

In an ImpactEd longitudinal study that ran from May 2020 to November 2020, 55% of 

pupils said that knowing they will be able to see their friends whilst at school would make 

going back to school easier. 50% said that knowing what school will be like in advance 

would help them41. These circumstances could make it easier for at least 50% of the 

children with new SEMH needs as well, facilitated by AV1. This would be 54,094 pupils.

Children who never return to school

This accounts only for those pupils who do get identified as having additional needs. 

There is evidence to show that some children will develop SEMH needs under lockdown 

but never return to the school setting or will become a persistent absentee35.  These 
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children are unlikely to be identified as having SEMH needs as a result, due to them 

becoming an ‘invisible child’. 

For instance, a survey of parents/carers found that 6% of children were not expected 

to return to school in January 2021 due to concerns surrounding coronavirus which, 

if applied to the wider population equates to approximately 540,000 children. Mental 

health challenges that have emerged or grown during the pandemic, such as anxiety, were 

a reason for non-attendance for 31 children, which represents 2% of all children in the 

survey sample, and equates to around 180,000 children26.

Data from the end of May 2021 showed that in England27 9% of students didn’t attend 

school, with 1% of these due to reasons directly related to Covid-19 (pupils self-isolating 

due to catching Covid-19 or being in close contact with someone who had it). Therefore 

recent data closely corresponds with, and validates the results of, the survey held before 

January 2021.

Children missing out on education in 2021

It had been estimated that around 282,000 children are already missing out on full 

time education before the pandemic2, in England. However, children also miss out on 

education in Wales, Scotland and NI. Likewise, the pandemic has had a significant 

impact on children and their education, and this estimate did not consider those children 

who acquire long term health conditions or mental health problems as a result of the 

pandemic. Therefore, including these cohorts, we estimate that it is very likely that at 

least around 522,000 children will experience social isolation and that will miss out on 

their education in 2021; a significant increase from our previous estimate of 72,000 in 

2015.

noisolation.com

Data sets:
Child characteristic

Country Number of 
children

Comments Included in the new 
estimation?

1. Have life-limiting 
conditions

UK Total 86,625 • Covers more than just 
school-age children

• Not all of these 
children will miss 
school

No, as this doesn’t cover all 
long term conditions or mental 
health needs

2. Have SEND and/
or SEMH

England 534,831 • Covers long term 
conditions, LLCs and 
mental health

No, as we cannot assume that 
all of these children will not 
attend schoolWales 44,305

Scotland 127,918

NI 14,290

UK Total 721,844
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Table 1: Summary of datasets available, their strengths and weaknesses and whether the number of children they 
produce has been included in our new estimation.

This suggests that the scale of this issue is significantly greater than what anyone had 

understood before. It emphasises the urgent need to overhaul how we understand 

loneliness, identify those in need and introduce preventative measures. Now we have 

better defined the scale of the problem, we can now start to understand the wider 

consequences of children missing out on their learning and address the issue.

Although progress has already been made in this area, it is clear that more needs to 

be done. This new number is still based in part on estimations, as datasets still do not 

contain all the data required to truly capture the journey of children throughout their 

school career. We therefore call for a review on the collection of data on school children.

noisolation.com

3. Persistent 
Absentees with 
SEND (including 
SEMH)

England 138,792 • Different data 
recorded in each 
country

• Doesn’t cover those 
excluded with SEND, 
or the home educated

Yes, in combination with other 
data sets - as this only covers 
school-aged children with 
long term health conditions, or 
mental health needs, who do 
not regularly attend school

Wales 7,446

Scotland 76,080

NI 6,791

UK Total 229,109

4. Permanently 
excluded or off-
rolled with SEND 
(including SEMH)

England 19,463 • Different data 
recorded in each 
country

• Doesn’t cover the 
home educated

Yes, in combination with other 
data sets - as this covers school-
aged children with long term 
health conditions or mental 
health needs who are excluded 
or off-rolled from school

Wales 849

Scotland 3

NI 94

UK Total 20,409

5. Home educated 
and not receiving 
sufficient tuition

England 19,860 • Quality of this 
education is not 
recorded

• Other indirect 
measures required to 
indicate which children 
are not receiving 
education

Yes, in combination with 
other data sets - as this 
covers children who are 
home-educated, and prone to 
loneliness/ disengagement, 
and who don’t complete 
qualifications as expected

Wales 423

Scotland 697

NI 144

UK Total 21,124

6. Impacted by 
Covid-19
(a) Disabled by 
long-covid
(b) Developed 
SEMH needs due to 
Covid
(c) Avoiding return 
to school due to 
anxiety

UK Total (a) 17,882
(b) 54,094
(c) 180,000

• School-aged children 
that have been 
affected by Covid 
for more than 12 
weeks, where it has a 
significant impact on 
their day to day life

Yes, in combination with other 
data sets - as this also includes 
impacts from Covid that 
impacts pupil’s ability to attend 
school

Sum of 3-6 totals UK Total 522,618
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Methodology

2. SEND and physical disabilities

Table 2: Table showing the variation of categorisation of SEND needs across the countries of the UK. Categories used 
by the countries in their data are highlighted with a ‘Y’ (Yes, versus N, a No).

Where a child’s need is not specified, or has been described as ‘other’, we have included 

these children in our estimates, as they may have conditions or needs that means they 

could benefit from AV1.

3. Persistent Absenteeism

England

1. The report’s raw data were filtered down to show the numbers of persistent absentees 

per SEN need.

2. Numbers associated with the SEN needs for England in Table 2 were totalled.

3. The percentage of persistent absentees that had SEND before the pandemic was 20%, 

compared to 26% after; representing a 30% increase. So the total number from step 2 

was then extrapolated to apply to 2021, based on an increase in persistent absentees 

with SEND of 30% since 2018/19.

noisolation.com

England Wales Scotland NI

ASD Y Y Y N

ADHD N Y N N

Physical disabilities Y Y Y (health problems 

and impairments)

Y

Medical difficulties N Y N N

SEMH needs Y Y Y Y

SEN support but no 

specialist assessment 

of type of need

Y N N N

'Other difficulty/

disability

Y N Y N
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Wales

- 2018/2019 data

1. Education statistics were filtered down to show the numbers of persistent absentees 

per SEN need status, for both primary (Table 3a) and secondary (Table 3b) schools.

2. We added together the number of persistent absentees with a statement of SEN, 

School Action Plus or School Action, for each table.

3. We totalled the two total numbers from Step 2, to get our final number. 

 

- 2021 data

4. We calculated 10% of the total pupil population - 473,066 per the most recent schools’ 

census45.

5. We worked out that 57% of students were in primary schools so calculated 57% of the 

number resulting from Step 4.

6. We calculated that persistent absentees with SEND made up 0.99% of the primary 

school population, by subtracting persistent absentees with no identified SEN from 

the total persistent absentees in Table 3a, to get the number of persistent absentees 

with SEND.

7. We divided the number of persistent absentees with SEND by the total population of 

students, and multiplied the number by 100 to find out the percentage of persistent 

absentees with SEND in the primary school population.

8. Therefore we calculated 0.99% of the number resulting from Step 5. 

9. We repeated Steps 5 and 8, with percentages calculated for the secondary school 

population (42.96% of the total population are in secondary schools, and 2.34% of the 

pupils are persistent absentees with SEND).

10. We then added together the two numbers resulting from Step 8.

Scotland

1. We looked at the attendance of pupils with SEN needs that appear under Scotland in 

Table 2.

2. We identified the ASN needs from this data where students with these needs had 

attendance <90% on average.

3. The numbers of pupils that have these needs were added together.  

4. Additional students who were not attending school due to Covid were added to this 

total.
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NI

1. We obtained the percentage proportions of children who had attendance of 85% or 

less (Table 2.9), in all schools, and in just special schools (these were the numbers 

available).

2. We applied the percentage proportion for special schools to the number of children 

who attend these schools, to get the number of children in special schools with low 

attendance.

3. We applied the percentage proportion for all schools to the number of children who 

attend mainstream schools.

• This is because the higher numbers of attendees in mainstream schools vs special 

schools means that the attendance percentage for all schools would be skewed in 

favour of reflecting the environment in mainstream schools vs special ones

• Likewise information isn’t available for attendance in mainstream schools only

4. This gives the number of non-SEND children in mainstream schools with low 

attendance.

5. We applied the percentage of 19.3% (the proportion of the school population that has 

SEND) to the resulting number of children in mainstream schools, to get the number of 

children with SEND with low attendance.

6. We added the resulting number from this to the number produced in Step 2, for 

special schools, to get the total number of SEND children with low attendance in both 

mainstream and special schools.

4. Exclusion of pupils with SEND

England

- Permanent exclusion

1. We filtered down governmental data to show the number of children permanently 

excluded, per SEN needs.

2. Numbers associated with the SEN needs for England in Table 2 were totalled to get 

the number of pupils with SEND who were permanently excluded.

3. We multiplied the number from Step 2 by 1.14 to reflect the 14% increase in pupils 

excluded.

- Off-rolled students

4. We obtained the most up to date information available on the potential number of off-
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rolled students per year in England.

5. Off-rolled students would include those who are home educated. Therefore to avoid 

double counting, we subtracted the number of home educated children missing education 

that we calculated for section 5 of this report.

6. We then have a number for all students who were off-rolled but not home educated. 

We calculated what 30% of this number was to find out the number of students who were 

off-rolled (but not home-educated) with SEND.

Total number of students excluded: We added together the numbers from Steps 3 and 6.

Wales

- Permanent exclusion

1. We obtained governmental data to show the number of children who had been 

permanently excluded from school, per SEN need.

2. We added together numbers for students who were ‘statemented’ or were under 

‘School Action Plus’ or ‘School Action’. 

- Off-rolled students

3. We divided the total number from Step 2 by total number of formal exclusions of 

SEND students in the UK (England, Wales, Scotland and NI numbers added together), to 

work out the % of the total exclusions that are in Wales. This was 5.6%.

4. We worked out the total number of off-rolled students in the UK, from the statistic 

that 93.8% of all off-rolled pupils live in England. We divided the number for England 

(69,000) by 0.938 to give the number at 100%.

5. We calculated 5.6% of this number to get the number of off-rolled pupils in Wales 

only.

6. Off-rolled students would include those who are home educated. Therefore to avoid 

double counting, we subtracted the number of home educated children missing education 

that we calculated for section 5 of this report.

7. We then have a number for all students who were off-rolled but not home educated. 

We calculated what 30% of this number was to find out the number of students who were 

off-rolled (but not home-educated) with SEND.

Total number of students excluded: We added together the numbers from Steps 2 and 7.
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Scotland

- Permanent exclusion

1. We obtained data to show the number of children removed from the school register. 

- Off-rolled students

2. We divided the total number from Step 1 by total number of formal exclusions of 

SEND students in the UK (England, Wales, Scotland and NI numbers added together), to 

work out the % of the total exclusions that are in Scotland. This was 0.12%.

3. We calculated 0.12% of the number of all off-rolled pupils in the UK to get the number 

of off-rolled pupils in Scotland only.

NI 

- Permanent exclusion

1. No manipulation or processing of the data used was required.

- Off-rolled students

2. We divided the total number from Step 1 by total number of formal exclusions of 

SEND students in the UK (England, Wales, Scotland and NI numbers added together), to 

work out the % of the total exclusions that are in NI. This was 0.45%.

3. We calculated 0.45% of the number of all off-rolled pupils in the UK to get the number 

of off-rolled pupils in NI only.

4. Off-rolled students would include those who are home educated. Therefore to avoid 

double counting, we subtracted the number of home educated children missing education 

that we calculated for section 5 of this report.

5. We then have a number for all students who were off-rolled but not home educated. 

We calculated what 30% of this number was to find out the number of students who were 

off-rolled (but not home-educated) with SEND.

Total number of students excluded: We added together the numbers from Steps 1 and 5.

5. Home Education

England

1. We obtained data to show the number of children in home education who didn’t 
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complete GCSEs or other relevant qualifications.

2. We increased this number by 38% to reflect the increase of children being electively 

home educated since this data had been collected.

3. We added the number of children awaiting any educational provision at all to this 

number.

Wales and NI

1. We obtained data to show the number of children in home education, in each country, 

and added these numbers together.

2. We worked out 16.8% of this number, as 16.8% of those homeschooled in England 

didn’t complete their relevant qualifications.

• We assume that the ability of parents to provide education at home is consistent 

across the UK.

Scotland 

1. We obtained data to show the number of children in home education, in 2018/19

2. We obtained data from 15 councils that showed the increase in the number of home-

educated children in 2020/2145.

• We calculated the increase for each council and summed these together

3. We added the number from Step 2 to the number obtained from the data in Step 1.

6. The impact of COVID-19

Long-Covid

1. We obtained the data on the prevalence of children with Covid symptoms that have 

lasted for at least 12 weeks, per age group (Table 5).

2. We applied the given percentage prevalence for the age range of 2-11 years to the 

number of 5-11 year olds in the UK.

3. As the age range of 5-11 is included in the 2-11 number given in the data

4. We applied the given percentage prevalence for the age range of 12-16 years to the 

number of 12-16 year olds in the UK.

5. We added the numbers from Steps 2 and 3 together to get the total number of school-

aged with Covid lasting longer than 12 weeks.

6. We repeated Steps 1-4 for the data on the prevalence of children with Covid 
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symptoms that have lasted for at least 12 months, per age group  (Table 6).

7. We obtained data on the prevalence of children with Covid symptoms that impact on 

their day to day activity (Table 10).

8. For the 2-11 and 12-16 age groups we added together the prevalence percentages 

given for ‘activity limited a little’ and ‘activity limited a lot’.

9. We applied these resulting percentages to the numbers for 5-11 and 12-16 year olds 

used in Steps 4 and 5.

Children who develop SEMH needs

1. We calculated the numbers of children who had SEMH needs before lockdown, using 

numbers in Section 2.

2. We calculated 33% of each of these numbers, to reflect the increase of mental health 

problems during the pandemic of a third. We totalled the resulting numbers together.

3. We calculated 50% of the total number calculated in Step 2 to get the number of 

children who will most likely benefit from AV1.

Children who never return to school

1. We applied the percentage of children who were not expected to return to school (6%) 

to the total population of 5-16 year olds.

2. Likewise, we applied the percentage of children who wouldn’t attend due to anxiety 

(2%) to the total population of 5-16 year olds.

Calculation of number of children per classroom could 
benefit from AV1

England 

1. We obtained the data on the number of classes for both primary and secondary 

students: 145,496 and 156,843 respectively.

2. We obtained data on the average class size for these two groups also: 26.6 and 22.3 

respectively.

3. The total number of classes attended by pupils in England is 302,338 (145,495 + 

156,843)

 

Reference: ONS. (2021, Aug 6). 'Class sizes - state-funded primary and secondary 
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schools' from 'Schools, pupils and their characteristics'. GOV.UK Explore education 

statistics. 

Wales

1. We obtained data on the number of classes per each school year.

2. We added together the number of classes only from Year 1 - 13, and the number for 

mixed grade classes, to get the number of 17,678.

Reference: Stats Wales. (2020, Jun 11). ‘Classes in primary, middle and secondary schools 

by local authority, region and year group’. Pupil Level Annual School Census (PLASC), 

Welsh Government. Retrieved Aug 06, 2021.

Scotland

Primary

1. We obtained data on the number of classes for primary school pupils (Table 2.12)

2. We added together the number of classes for both single stage classes and composite 

stage classes - 12084 + 4836 = 16,920  

 

Secondary

3. We obtained data on the number of students in secondary school - 300,954 (Table 

3.3)

4. We divided this by 22.3 (used average class size in England, as Scotland doesn’t 

measure this)

5. This results in 13,496 classes. 

 

Total

6. We added 16,920 to 13,495 to get the total number of 30,416.

Reference: Scottish Government. (2021, Apr 21). ‘Pupil census 2020 supplementary 

statistics’. gov.scot. Tables 2.12 and Table 3.3.

NI

Primary

1. We obtained data on the number of students in primary school - 173,266
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https://statswales.gov.wales/v/KE6M
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/statistics/2019/07/pupil-census-supplementary-tables/documents/pupil-census-2020-supplementary-statistics/pupil-census-2020-supplementary-statistics/govscot%3Adocument/Pupils%2Bin%2BScotl
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/statistics/2019/07/pupil-census-supplementary-tables/documents/pupil-census-2020-supplementary-statistics/pupil-census-2020-supplementary-statistics/govscot%3Adocument/Pupils%2Bin%2BScotl
http://noisolation.com


No Isolation

2. We divided this by 25 (the average class size for NI primary schools)

3. This results in 6,931 classes. 

 

Secondary Schools

4. We obtained data on the number of students in secondary school - 148,918

5. We divided this by 22.3  (used average class size in England, as Scotland doesn’t 

measure this)

6. This results in 6,678 classes. 

 

Total number of classes

7. We added 6,931 to 6,678 to get the total number of 13,609.

Reference: Robinson, L., & Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency. (2021, 

Feb 25). ‘Annual enrolments at school and in funded pre-school education in Northern 

Ireland 2020-21’.

Calculation of pupils per class 

1. We added together the totals for each country to get a final class number of 354,041.

2. We divided the number of 522,618 (above) by 354,041 to calculate that there would be 

1.476 children per class that could benefit from AV1.
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https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-research/school-enrolments
https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-research/school-enrolments
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